The modified Bell's staging criteria

Stage 1 (suspected NEC) is characterized by nonspecific radiologic signs (temperature
instability, apnea and bradycardia, lethargy, mild abdominal distension).

Stage 2 (proven NEC) is characterized by the radiographic findings of pneumatosis intestinalis
and portal venous gas, and mild metabolic acidosis and ileus.

Stage 3 (advanced NEC) is characterized by the finding of pneumatosis intestinalis plus
significant systemic signs (eg, severe metabolic acidosis and disseminated intravascular
coagulation [DIC]) and subsequent perforation. Moreover, cases of NEC were categorized as
medical NEC (improvement without surgery) or surgical NEC (underwent laparotomy or/and
peritoneal drainage).
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